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High-Capacity Ammunition Magazines are the Common Thread Running 
Through Most Mass Shootings in the United States
Columbine shooter armed with Intratec TEC-DC9 assault pistol 
equipped with high-capacity ammunition magazine
Since 1980, there have been at least 56 mass shootings (3 or more fatalities) where the shooter used
high-capacity ammunition magazines. A total of 507 people were killed in these shootings and 497 were
wounded. This number is likely a significant undercount of actual incidents since there is no consistent
collection or reporting of this data. Even in many high-profile shootings information on magazine
capacity is not released or reported.




























assault rifle 30-round magazine
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
July 17, 2016



































































Navy Operational Support Center
and Marine Corps Reserve Center
Chattanooga, Tennessee
July 16, 2015





































6 dead Glock 17semiautomatic pistol 17-round magazine 
Santa Monica, California
June 7, 2013





built from parts 40 30-round magazines
Sandy Hook Elementary School
Newtown, Connecticut
December 14, 2012





































semiautomatic pistol Extended magazine
Century Aurora 16 movie theater
Aurora, Colorado
July 20, 2012







model 870 12 gauge
shotgun
100-round magazine 
































Shooter:  Marcus Donte Reed





















































American Civic Association 
Binghamton, New York
April 3, 2009











4 dead SKS assault rifle High-capacity magazine
Alabama, multiple locations
March 10, 2009
















Walt Lou Trailer Park
Stafford, Virginia
May 5, 2008








Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, Illinois
February 14, 2008



























































Shooter:  Chai Vang
6 dead, 3














Shooter:  Byran Uyesugi
7 dead Glock 17 9mmsemiautomatic pistol
Three 15-round
magazines
























































































semiautomatic pistol 19-round magazine
















Fairchild Air Force Base hospital
Spokane, Washington
June 20, 1994





MAK-90 assault rifle 75-round drum
magazine
Long Island Railroad
Long Island, New York
December 7, 1993








Pettit & Martin Law Offices
San Francisco, California
July 1, 1993
























General Motors Acceptance Corp.
Jacksonville, Florida
June 18, 1990



































Palm Bay shopping center
Palm Bay, Florida
April 23, 1987






















































semiautomatic pistol Two 14-round
magazines
